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Editor õs Introduction  

MAJ Chev. Mark G. Hartell, KTJ 

 

ames and Knights, 

This is the ninth  issue of the Knightly News.  

It is also the second of a two-part series 

covering History and Religion.  This religion issue 

features not only our Priory Chaplain  as our cover 

story, but introduces our Assistant Priory Chaplain, 

Rev. Wallom Jensen.  I think everyone will find the 

ñGuestò Chaplainôs 

Corner particularly 

relevant to our Order, 

reminding us of our 

motto and its 

responsibility. 

I am also grateful to 

Chev. Chip Beck for 

providing a second 

part to his ongoing 

tale, ñArabian 

Knights.ò  I am told 

that there is far more to 

tell in this saga of 

modern Templar 

community service.  Please be sure to write me an e-

mail or speak with me at future events, if you would 

like to read future articles from Chip. 

(webmaster@smotj-skctm.org) 

I want to personally thank all the contributors to our 

newsletters.  Without active members willing to 

engage, services and products such as our 

newsletter and website would not be possible.  
Thank you! 

Let me also take this time to urge our readership to 

contact me about our content ï what you would like 

to see and even what you would like to see changed.  

This newsletter requires a significant amount of time 

and input to produce the quality publication that you 

enjoy reading.  It cannot be accomplished alone!  If 

there are any writers who have a story to tell ï 

history, personal service, or news-related items ï 

please contact me! 

Our website continues to host constant traffic, 

featuring the latest news items and event information.  

If you have not visited the Priory website 

(http://www.smotj-skctm.org), I encourage you to do 

so.  You will be glad you did! 

As we state in every issue, we encourage you to sign 

up for our subscription service.  The $34 annual cost 

includes four issues.  We are always grateful for our 

subscribers, because they really provide support and 

incentives for us to continue our efforts in producing 

this publication. 

D 
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Please also take note that I am planning to set up a 

sales table for purchasing back issues at future 

events.  Look for this advertisement and be sure to 

complete your library by purchasing missing back-

issues! 

I wish Jalle and his family a safe and healthy 

transition to Houston.  I am sure everyone in SKCTM 

Priory hopes he will be back often to visit for future 

events.  I also welcome Chev. Fernando Cortes as 

our new Priory Rapporteur.  I am sure you will 

enjoy his quality writing in future issues! 

nnDnn, 

Mark 

 

 

Priorõs Notes 

H. E. COL Chev. Craig L. Carlson, GCTJ, GMTJ, CSE, KSG 

 

hristmas Blessings to the Priory, 

In this holiday 

season, I hope 

you spent 

Thanksgiving 

surrounded by friends 

and family and were 

able to reflect on all 

the blessings you have 

received in your life, 

such as being born 

into a good family, 

having friends, having 

a great life partner, 

raising good kids, 

being comfortable, 

having a home, having an education, having 

influence, being an American, and/or having good 

health.  If most of these blessings fit your experience, 

you are indeed fortunate and should thank God for 

the life you have. 

Christmas is upon us and I wish you all the joy of 

this Holy season.  Again, I pray you share the day 

surrounded by those you love and that you take time 

to worship the birth of our Savior.  Today, it seems 

Christians are having our freedom of speech 

encroached upon and it is important that we, as 

Templars, remember the reason for the season and 

not be politically corrected in our traditions.  We, as 

Americans, have the right to worship and celebrate 

this glorious occasion. 

In the spirit of Christmas, I hope that you are able to 

reach out to someone who is grieving, ill, or suffering 

and make their Christmas and yours brighter.  It has 

been my personal experience that you cannot give 

away a blessing without it returning to you.  Through 

service to others, we experience joy.  Take a moment 

and think of the people you might be able to serve 

this season.  A kind word, encouragement, a bag of 

groceries, or a pie can make a huge difference to 

the right person.  Thoughtfulness does not have a 

heavy price tag.  We have experienced several deaths 

in our Priory over 2008, several others are struggling 

with illness, and it has been a hard year with the 

economy.  Finding people, even within our Priory, 

that could use comforting and encouragement is not 

difficult.  I encourage you to reach out to your 

Templar brethren as you feel led. 

Speaking of the economyé Jesus repeatedly said to 

his followers, ñFear not.ò  Do not let fear consume 

you this year.  This too shall pass.  Be prudent, be 

thrifty, and be patient.  The market will recover. 

We have two events planned in the New Year.  On 

Saturday, February 7th from 1500 to 1730, we 

have our Templar Social at Joe Theismannôs near 

the King Street Metro.  Then on March 28th, we 

have our Priory Investiture at St. Lukeôs Episcopal 

Church on Fort Hunt Road followed by dinner at the 

Mount Vernon Inn.  Information about these events is 

available on line at www.smotj-skctm.org. 

It has been a privilege to serve all of you as your 

Prior; however, I have reached the end of my term 

and will relinquish my role during our March 

C 
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investiture and we will install the new Prior and his 

officers for 2009 to 2011.  I have seen the proposed 

slate and am excited about the future of Saint King 

Charles the Martyr.  Please join us as we make this 

important transition in leadership.  Your participation 

and encouragement for our new slate of officers is 

important to us.  Plan to be there! 

Our last investiture was a great event and was made 

much better by our outstanding group of nine new 

Knights.  We welcome you and look forward to 

seeing you again at our upcoming events.  I will 

challenge you with the question, what makes you 

different since you became a Knight?  I look 

forward to hearing your answer. 

To all, God bless you and have a very Merry 

Christmas!!  See you in 2009. 

Blessings, 

Not unto us, Oh Lord, not unto us, 

but to Thy Name give glory. 

Craig L. Carlson, Prior XV 

Chancellorõs Chatter 

CAPT Chev. David M. Schorn, GCTJ 

 

rior Craig Carlson has 

eloquently covered the 

SKCTM Christmas 

blessing and provided a 

challenge to newly invested 

members.  I just want to 

reemphasize that the October 

25th Priory Investiture at 

Christ Church in Old Town 

Alexandria followed by the 

celebration Banquet at the 

Hilton Alexandria on King 

Street was a huge success.  
ñThank youò to all who 

supported this event and made it happen. 

With the football playoffs and Super Bowl, along 

with Inauguration activities, having the SKCTM 

Social on February 7th will give everyone a chance 

to have a break before joining the Priory members at 

Joe Theismannôs.  The time was changed to 3:00 to 

5:30 PM in the afternoon to support members and 

guests who might have other engagements later that 

evening.  Also, our next Convent & Investiture with 

change of Priory Officers is March 28th.  The C&I 

wil l be held at St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church and the 

banquet will be held at Mount Vernon Inn .  Expect 

a flyer with all of the details shortly. 

From all of us, have a very good Christmas and New 

Year. 

Lastly, GPUSA is sending out Oblation letters this 

month (December 2008).  Please take time to read the 

letter and mail your 2009 Oblation as soon as 

possible. 

Chancellor Dave Schorn 

Chaplainõs Corner 

CAPT Rev. Dr. Wollom A. Jensen, KTJ, ACTJ, CHC 

 

very Templar will immediately recognize 

the opening lines of Psalm 115 as the source 

of our motto.  The various services to others 

that Templars over the centuries have rendered is 

neither for the glory of the individual nor for the 

glory of the Order.  This simple truth, however, can 

as easily be forgotten as it can be quoted. 

There is an inherent danger of temptation lurking in 

the very nature of the name of our Order; ñThe 

Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of 

Jerusalem.ò  Those of us who have and those of us 

who have had the high honor of service in the Armed 

Forces understand well the necessity and importance 

of rank.  We also understand something of the 

chivalric nature of the warrior class and respect for 

the achievements of those senior in rank, as well as 

the common courtesies for those of lesser rank that 

come to each of us with a certain ease.  However, it is 

precisely here that one of the greatest dangers of 

temptation lurks for us as individuals and as an 

Order.  The temptation is not a new one and can be 

seen in the very nature of the Psalmist himself. 

P  

E 
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David, the Shepherd King, was anointed to the throne 

not because he was fair of skin, humble in his 

service, or brave in battle even though he was all of 

these things.  David was anointed to be King because 

the Lord called him to serve in this role.  The 

outlandish story of a shepherd boy slaying the giant 

foe of the Army of the Israelites with a mere sling 

and stone is a parable not of Davidôs power but of the 

Lordôs. 

As King, David was not only the head of state but 

was the Supreme Commander of the Army.  In his 

capacity as the Supreme Commander of the Army, it 

was the Kingôs role to lead the Army in battle from 

the front.  The Army followed the King and, with the 

King leading the Army, was confident of victory in 

battle for the forces understood that the King had 

been anointed by the Lord and therefore the glory of 

the Lord surrounded them.  King David knew this 

also, hence the opening lines of our Psalm, ñNon 

nobiséò 

The trappings of 

the office of King 

and the title of 

Supreme 

Commander of the 

Army proved to be 

a temptation that 

David was unable 

to resist.  While the 

Army was in the 

field, David 

remained in the 

palace in Jerusalem.  While his most senior general, 

Uriah, was at the front, David was lusting after his 

wife, Bathsheba.  The biblical text is quite clear on 

the events and offers profound insight into the 

arrogance of power to which David had succumbed 

(see 2 Samuel 11).  David took pleasure in 

Bathsheba, wife of Uriah, only because as king he 

could.  The story expresses no love for Bathsheba, 

nor even affection for her on Davidôs part, only lust 

and the power to act upon that basic desire.  This is 

Davidôs sin; he succumbed to the notion that the 

power office of King and Supreme Commander of 

the Army is his.  Davidôs ego assumed the throne and 

he forgot to whom the glory rightly belonged. 

ñNon nobis, Domine, non nobis, sed Nomini Tuo 

da gloriam.ò  The motto of our Order serves not 

simply as a lofty ideal, although it is rightly that.  

Our motto serves as a solemn reminder to each of us 

individually, and to us as an Order, that our military 

and chivalric titles are not ours.  The respect, the 

responsibilities, and the authority that have been 

rested upon our shoulders is not there because we 

deserve them nor because we have earned them.  

David succumbed to the temptation and forgot that he 

was the servant of the Lord and took the glory unto 

himself resulting in his fall.  Coming from the mouth 

of the fallen and restored King David, verse one of 

Psalm 115 serves not only as a worthy motto for 

our Order  but also as a solemn warning and 

reminder of who we are and in whose service we 

have been called. 

Consider the one who has called us when the next 

time you recite our Orderôs motto.  Look at the Icon 

below to see the model of how Jesus is glorified and 

to the life, that each of us in Holy Baptism has been 

called.  ñNot to us, O Lord, not to us but to Thy 

Name be the glory.ò 
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