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France, end of the 12th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

ñThere will come a time 
when you believe everything 
is finished. 

That will be the beginning.ò 

Louis L'Amour (1908-1988) 
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The Knightly News can be downloaded free as a full-

color Adobe Acrobat (pdf) file from our website, 

http://www.smotj-skctm.org. 
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Editorõs Introduction 

MAJ Chev. Mark G. Hartell, KCTJ 

ames and Knights, 

This is the thirteenth  issue of the Knightly 

News.  A number that means much in 

Templar history!  This history has seen great highs 

and terrible lows.  Our modern Order, I am happy to 

say, certainly continues 

to build on the highs 

established by our 

leadership decades ago. 

In this issue, we mark 

the difficult farewell of 

our beloved Grand 

Master and arguably, the 

single figure responsible 

for much of what our 

present-day Order has 

become today.  From the 

Orderôs establishment of 

democratically elected 

leadership from the mid-1990ôs, to our formal 

recognition by the United Nations, to our expanded 

reach in nations around the globe ï RADM Careyôs 

visionary leadership can be found at each step.  I am 

very grateful for having had the opportunity to work 

with RADM Carey from my very first investiture to 

the present.  There are not many ñjunior Knightsò 

within the Chivalric Orders that can say they had so 

much one-on-one time with the Grand Master of their 

Order!  I certainly look forward to continuing to work 

with him throughout his ñretirement.ò 
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This ñgoodbyeò comes at the same time as Templars 

say ñHelloò to our first C&I in Richmond and the 

permanent Commandery status of our Templars in 

the Holy Land ï the first permanent Templar 

presence in the region in over 700 years! 

Have you missed reading about selected Knights and 

Dames of our Order?  Well, no need to worry!  Our 

next issue will return to featuring interesting and 

inspiring writings from within our Priory ranks.  

There are some exciting things planned for the 

rest of the year, so donôt miss an issue! 

As I have said before, the success of our website and 

our Knightly News is because of input and 

participation from our Knight and Dames!  Please 

continue to feed us ideas and content to keep our 

newsletters fresh and exciting! 

nnDnn, 

Mark 

Webmaster@smotj-skctm.org 

 

Priorõs Notes 

H. E. CAPT Chev. David M. Schorn, GCTJ 

 

t has been an exciting few months since the 

last issue of Knightly 

News, both for our 

Priory and for our fine Order.   
In January, we witnessed our 

Templars in the Holy Land lay 

down a permanent mark in 

history by elevating their 

Provisional Commandery to 

permanent active status.  I was 

honored to be a part of their C&I 

in January, which also honored 

Fr. Peter Vasko for his tireless 

work with the award of the 

GPUSA Legion of Merit. 

History was again made just a few months later in 

March with the very first C&I of the Commandery 

of the Holy Isle, held in Richmond, VA.  It was a 

spectacular ceremony attended by over 70 Templars 

from both the Holy Isle and SKCTM.  Many have 

remarked about the beautifully executed church 

service, communion and investiture in Richmond.  It 

should remind us all of Psalm 115, that our work is 

not about garnering an impressive piece of jewelry 

around our necks or about a new medal for our chest.  

Our work is simply about touching peopleôs lives 

for the glory of God. 

I join many Knights and Dames in looking forward to 

seeing more activities planned between our two 

fellowships. 

This quarterly issue is a little late in order to cover 

the solemn farewell and heartfelt thanks to our Grand 

Master, RADM James J. Carey, and his lovely wife, 

Arlene.  Not enough can be said about what both 

have done for our Order and of all the lives 

touched by Jim and Arlene over the years.  On my 

January trip to the Holy Land, to accompany the 

delivery of the Jerusalem Mite, I made a personal 

commitment that a special donation from the Priory 

of SKCTM would be made in their name.  With the 

help of you, our members, over $1300 was raised 

towards this special endeavor at the April 24th 

retirement celebration.  I will promulgate more 

specific information once completed. 

I want to close by calling attention to some of the 

four basic local objectives outlined in the last issue of 

the Knightly News, the State of the Priory.  

Specifically, a call to be more active in your Priory 

and to nurture fellow Knights and Dames.  On June 

5, SKCTM will launch its first Templar Prayer 

Breakfast.  Youôll read more about it later in this 

issue.  This is a wonderful way to share in fellowship, 

introduce new guests to our Order, and strengthen 

oneself to serve others.  Blessings, 

Not unto us, Oh Lord, not unto us, 

but to Thy Name give glory. 

David M. Schorn, Prior XVI 

Prior@smotj-skctm.org 

I  
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Easter in the Holy Land  

Fr. Peter F. Vasko, CTJ, OFM 

 

oly Week continues to play a pivotal role 

in Christian spirituality.   It marks the 

culmination of salvation history ï beginning 

with desperate suffering and ending in joyous hope.  

As a Franciscan friar who has lived and ministered in 

the Holy Land for the past 25 years, this week has 

particular meaning for me. 

We Franciscans continue the legacy of our founder 

and father, St. Francis of Assisi, who some 800 years 

ago was entrusted with protecting the holy sites in 

this precious land.  We also have a special calling to 

minister to the indigenous Christians here, those 

ñGuardians of Christianityò who have 

courageously maintained their faith and heritage 

over these many centuries in spite of 

misunderstanding, persecution, discrimination 

and suffering.  Their ancestors were Christôs first 

followers, and now they are leaving this land in 

alarming numbers.  I always remind the pilgrims who 

come here that this is indeed the ñCradle of 

Christianityò and hence all Christians have a stake 

in its preservation. 

To be in Jerusalem on Good Friday is an 

experience unlike any other.  To join the throngs 

jamming the Via Dolorosa where Christ carried His 

cross, to stand for a moment at the first station where 

Jesus was scourged, crowned and then condemned to 

death by Pilate is a moving encounter for any 

believer. 

When leading hundreds of the faithful along the Via 

Dolorosa, I attempt to make them viscerally aware of 

what Jesus must have gone through in this agonizing 

experience:  His blood spilling profusely from His 

torn body, the agony of carrying a heavy wooden 

beam in such a weakened state, His repeated falls and 

the anguished efforts to rise again.  Each time I 

describe these events for the pilgrims, I find 

myself experiencing them anew.  Thoughts of anger 

crowd my mind as I consider the rabble that 

tormented Him:  those who jeered and laughed at the 

One who made the blind see and brought the dead 

back to life.  I tell the pilgrims of the soldiers who 

constantly beat Him as He carried His cross, the same 

people who would finally nail Him to it. 

As we proceed from station to station, in the midst of 

this sorrowful walk, I can almost hear the words of 

Jesus in the shuffling steps: ñForgive them! Forgive 

them!ò  Hundreds join our reflective march, sharing 

Christôs passion on the very ground where it 

occurred, where history moved and salvation was 

birthed.  Finally, we reach the climax of the Way of 

the Cross in an ancient courtyard that gives way to 

the most revered church in Christendom. 
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