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"é faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and 
certain of what we do 
not see." 

 --- Hebrews 11:1 
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The Knightly News can be downloaded free as a full-

color Adobe Acrobat (pdf) file from our website, 
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Editorõs Introduction 

MAJ Chev. Mark G. Hartell, KTJ 

ames and Knights, 

This is the tenth issue of the Knightly News.  

It is a ñdouble issueò spanning the first half 

of 2009, so I guess you can say it is the tenth and 

eleventh issues. 

Some may wonder why 

there has been such a 

delay in getting out 

newsletter issues this 

year.  There are a 

number of reasons for 

this absence of 

communication.  First, 

there was the transition 

of a fresh new staff of 

dedicated Knights and 

Dames that will 

faithfully serve our 

Order for the next two 

years.  But, perhaps 

more to the point, inspiring communication and 

participation within the Priory has become more 

challenging.  I hope to change that around in the 

coming months. 

There is one observation that I have made as 

Editor over the last year and a half ï that is the 

inspiration and admiration gained from compiling 

the feature cover stories for each Knightly News 

issue.  I have been humbled by the earnest and 

heartfelt stories told by our own members who 

quietly attend each social event or C&I.  As the 

readers of Knightly News already know, each issue 

features a Knight or Dame as the cover story.  

However, the story itself does not come from the 

Editor ï in fact, I rarely need to provide any advice 

on content.  It is the individual themselves that 

chooses the content ï and I have been truly touched 

that every single story has been a personal message 

of faith, inspiration, and strength. 

So, while the job of any Editor for any organization 

may be frustrating at times to ñpull teethò to get folks 

to respond in submitting material for each issue, there 

is no doubt in my mind that our members are indeed 

some of the most dedicated and inspired individuals I 

have ever known.  

Based on this issueôs cover story ï former Grand 

Prior and Prior of Saint King Charles the Martyr, 

H.E. Col. Stewart Boone McCarty, the theme for 

this issue is Faith.  I am most certain that Col. 

McCartyôs chronological series of faith-based 

vignettes will inspire many.  Additionally, Father 

Peter Vasko has provided a particularly timely update 

on projects in the Holy Land.  All should read Fr. 

Vaskoôs article with particular emphasis as our 

annual call to support SMOTJôs Jerusalem Mite has 

arrived in the mail.  All Knights and Dames are 

called to give generously, as 100% of the monies 

collected each year directly supports numerous 

efforts throughout the Holy Land ï namely, the 

Roman Catholic Church, the Greek Orthodox 

Patriarchate, the Lutheran Church, the Anglican 

Church, and the Armenian Patriarchate.  

Lastly, I hope this Faith issue blends nicely with the 

next issue, ñState of the Priory.ò  Formatted in an 

entertaining analogy to the Presidential State of the 

Union content, I hope youôll find this next issue fun 

as we attempt to introduce to you all of the officer 

positions with the mission to educate and inspire 
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folks to learn more about priory activities and 

become more active! 

Let me conclude by urging our readership on 

again to contact me about our content ï what you 

would like to see and even what you would like to 

see changed.  This newsletter requires a significant 

amount of time and input to produce the quality 

publication that you enjoy reading.  It cannot be 

accomplished alone!  If there are any writers who 

have a story to tell ï history, personal service, or 

news-related items ï please contact me! 

Our website continues to host constant traffic, 

featuring the latest news items and event information.  

If you have not visited the Priory website 

(http://www.smotj-skctm.org), I encourage you to do 

so.  You will be glad you did! 

nnDnn, 

Mark 

 

 

Outgoing  Priorõs Notes  

H. E. COL Chev. Craig L. Carlson, GCTJ, GMTJ, CSE, KSG 

 

lessings to all Knights and Dames, 

This will be my last Priorôs message as I 

relinquished my role as Prior on 28 March 

2009 during our investiture.  I pray many of you 

attended this event as we welcomed the new Prior 

and his outstanding slate of officers.  It has been a 

privilege to serve all of you over the last five years 

as Chaplain, Chancellor, and Prior of Saint King 

Charles the Martyr. 

We have come a long way in that time and performed 

much good in our community and around the world.  

Approximately $40,000 in charity has been 

provided from our Priory over the last two years 

in the service of wounded soldiers, retired 

military, the 

Commandery of the 

Holy Land, a 

Cameroon Catholic 

School, the United 

Nations Micro-

credits, and other 

worthy causes.  We 

have improved our 

communications with 

the membership 

through the Knightly 

News and our Web 

Site www.smotj-

skctm.org.  In fact, our 

web site has more visits and is updated more often 

than any other Templar site, thus providing relevant 

information to Templars worldwide.  Finally, we 

have grown by over twenty new Knights and Dames 

(counting the 28 March postulants) over the same 

period.  Volunteerism is the highest it has been in my 

experience in Saint King Charles the Martyr, partly 

because we have fueled our Priory with young 

energetic and active new members and partly because 

of the number of seasoned Knights and Dames 

seeking to mentor and recruit quality postulants.  The 

attitude of service and volunteerism breathes new life 

into our beloved Order and it is a blessing of 

immeasurable importance. 

We have lost six members over the last 15 months.  

2008 was a hard year on the Priory.  As we began 

2009, we lost another legendary SKCTM Knight in 

the Reverend Dr. Frank Spindler.  Reverend 

Spindler was an active and loyal servant of God 

within our Order for many years.  His declining 

health prevented him from participating in recent 

events.  However, his friendship, devotion, and 

service will not be forgotten by all those that he 

touched.  He was especially close to our Grand 

Master and Dame Arlene Carey as he had presided 

over their wedding vows.  I am certain they feel a 

special sadness over his passing but are warmed by 

many wonderful memories of time spent with 

Reverend Spindler.  The Church of the Ascension 

and Saint Agnes performed the Burial Office and 
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Requiem Mass of Reverend Spindler on 14 February 

2009.  Please keep his gentle soul in your prayers. 

Our Knightly News continues to gain momentum 

under the supervision of Chev. Mark Hartell.  We 

look for articles of interest from our members and 

welcome your contributions to the information we 

present.  Our current ñPoster Boyò is our former 

Grand Prior and Prior of Saint King Charles the 

Martyr, Stewart Boone McCarty .  I encourage you 

to read about this most honorable Knight in this 

edition.  He has served his Nation, his community, 

our Order, and God throughout his life and remains a 

role model to all that know him. 

As I step down as Prior, I wish to thank all those 

who have served our Priory so well.  It has been a 

far easier task for me due to the willingness of many 

around me (my officers) to carry significant 

responsibilities.  The advice I received from the 

former priors has been thoughtful, selfless, 

meaningful, and welcome.  The new slate of officers 

indicates that our Priory will continue to grow, 

become more efficient, prosper, and serve under 

the new administration.  I look forward to assisting 

them whenever and wherever possible.  God bless 

you all. 

Lastly, I wish to thank Dame Mo, my wife, for her 

unfailing support during my term as Prior.  She is 

an amazing partner and remains my favorite 

audience. 

                                                                                   

Blessings, 

Not unto us, Oh Lord, not unto us, 

but to Thy Name give glory. 

Craig L. Carlson, Prior XV 

 

 

Incoming Priorõs Notes 

H.E. CAPT Chev. David M. Schorn, GCTJ 

 

riory of St. King 

Charles the Martyr 

Sovereign Military 

Order of the Temple of 

Jerusalem Knights, Dames and 

Companions, 

I would like to take this time for 

a very brief update on Priory 

news and report from the Grand 

Convent in St. Louis.  The Priory 

was well represented with over 

20 members in attendance, to 

include three former Priors: COL 

Andy Johnson, COL Dick Flahaven, and Col Stewart 

McCarty (Grand Prior XI).  Time was well spent with 

roundtable training/discussion groups before the main 

meeting and Grand Priory report to the membership.  

A first-time audit review by Chev. Alan Moore of 

GPUSA-SMOTJ financial records was recently 

completed.  All records were found to be in 

compliance with IRS guidelines and no major 

discrepancies were found.  Your Knights Templar 

Order is to be commended for conducting business in 

a sound manner.  For those who have not yet attended 

the yearly Grand Convent, the Orderôs financial 

status is always addressed each year at the Grand 

Convent and it covers money in and money out, 

along with charity giving.  This is open to all 

members and nothing is hidden as the membership 

has an opportunity to discuss issues and vote on past 

minutes, current issues, charity giving, and the yearly 

budget. 

The main charity giving is óChristians at Riskô 

with the thrust being the Chaldean Christians in 

Iraq and the óJerusalem Miteô at the national level 

as voted upon each year by the membership.  
Many members of GPUSA-SMOTJ have worthy 

causes and charities ï it is always a challenge to 

ensure that charity giving to óChristians at Riskô and 

the óJerusalem Miteô remains the main focus.  All the 

administrative costs to administer the óJerusalem 

P  
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Miteô and the óRaymond Davis Templar Foundationô 

for legacy giving are borne by GPUSA-SMOTJ so 

that 100% of that directed giving goes to the 

intended charity.    

For your information, the óJerusalem Miteô monies 

are distributed to groups within the Holy Land.  

Father Vasko receives a portion of the donation 

through óThe Franciscan Foundationô as do other 

Christian groups (ELCJ Lutheran, Armenian, Greek, 

Latin, and Anglican Holy Land 

Patriarchs/Diocese/Foundation).  Great care is given 

in the distribution of monies to ensure the money is 

used as intended and all criteria for overseas giving is 

met.  The charity distribution is covered in each 

Grand Council Minutes that can be found on the 

http://www.smotj.org web site under the GPUSA 

COMMUNICATIONS Beauséant, Templar Times, 

Grand Council Minutes section 

(http://www.smotj.org/members/beauseant.php), and 

then Grand Council Minutes (PDF) section.   

Mark your calendar for a SKCTM Social on 

September 19th and Fall Convent & Investiture 

and official stand up of the Commandery of The 

Holy Isle on November 21st ï to be held at Historic 

Christ Church in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia.  

Too often, we put off doing something because we 

feel we have all the time in the world.  Please reflect 

upon where you are at in life and where you want to 

be!  Then, take charge and do good works. 

 

 

 

 

Prior Dave Schorn    

Non Nobis, Domine, Non 

Nobis, Sed Nomine Tuo Da 

Gloriam 

 

Chaplainõs Corner 

Fr. Peter F. Vasko, CTJ, OFM 

 

even months ago, the Jerusalem 

Commandery established the ñFood 

Pantryò project in its efforts to assist the 

poor and needy of the Holy Land, especially in the 

surrounding areas of Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  

Many needy Christian families were given various 

kinds of canned food as well as rice and flour.  Our 

Knights not only went to markets and personally 

bought food, but many of them went around in their 

neighborhoods asking for canned products. 

 

In November 2008, our young contingent of fellow 

Knights got together to discuss what type of winter 

project could be established for the poor and needy 

here in the Holy Land during the coming winter 

months.  It was decided that the generous funding 
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given to us by the Priory of St. King Charles the 

Martyr of Washington, DC should be used towards 

our new project called ñWinter Warmth.ò 

 

Hence, together with several members, notably 

Andrew our new Chancellor, Rami our Treasurer, the 

Commander as well as two new members, Jacob and 

Shehadeh, we were able to deliver some 60 blankets 

given by the Lutheran Church as well as some 60 

new electric heaters.  If one could see the faces of the 

families who received these items, it would make you 

cry.  They were so thankful and so appreciative.  It 

also made our members proud of not only being a 

member of the Order but being able to be of some 

help and assistance to those less fortunate ï a value 

cherished by our forbearers of the Knights 

Templar here in the Holy Land. 

Due to the chaotic economic situation that most 

Americans are finding themselves in during this 

period, it is important to know also that the economy 

of the local Christians over here, the óGuardians of 

Christianity,ô is much worse.  All of the U.S. foreign 

aid that is being given over here, to either the Israelis 

or Palestinian Muslims, never trickles down to the 

Christian Palestine.  Why?  Because they are the 

minority within a minority.  They are the óforgotten 

faithfulô and no one seems to know that they exist. 

They are the ones who need your help and if we do 

not help them now, most church officials are saying 

that Christianity could easily disappear within 60 

years, and all we will have will be empty religious 

monuments and museums, and no living worshipping 

community.  Let us never forget that we are speaking 

about our religious roots and heritage as Christians. 

This is where our Church was founded and it needs to 

be maintained! 

We cannot thank you enough for the great 

generosity that has been given by all the Orderôs 

priories in regard to the óJerusalem Miteô but there 

are still needs, small needs, that come up every so 

often like the projects that we have just described run 

by the Commandery of Jerusalem.  All of the 

members of the Commandery of Jerusalem thank our 

fellow Knights and Dames of the Priory of St. King 

Charles the Martyr, SMOTJ, for their past generosity 

and we hope that you can continue this support.  We 

also hope that other priories will also hear this plea 

coming from your Knights of Jerusalem. 

Remember ð The Jerusalem Mite 
Program is a tax deductible, 

charitable effort.  Every dollar 
contributed to the program will 
be used to help both the people 
and the places of the Holy Land  
é programs just like Fr. Vaskoõs 

Food Pantry and Winter 
Warmth programs. 

À Please give generously À 
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Stewart McCarty  - In my own words  

H.E. Col. Stewart B. McCarty, GCTJ, GMTJ 

  

aith, to me, is belief in a universal sense, 

profound, extending beyond religious 

dogma, and embodying a concept of deity.  
Much of my Faith has been influenced by 

observing how others express and practice their 

Faith, especially while facing or enduring 

extraordinary, life-threatening circumstances, yet 

having hope of a better future to come. 

As a twenty-year-old Marine Second 

Lieutenant serving in Tientsin, China, in 1947, 

part of my duties 

involved employing a 

White Russian as a 

Chinese language 

interpreter in courts 

martial.  In off-duty 

hours, he would invite 

me into his home to 

meet his family and 

other members of the 

White Russian 

community.  The 

White Russians came 

to China as refugees 

after the Bolsheviks 

came to power in Russia and they had to flee for their 

lives.  They became a modest and successful 

community in business and the arts. 

This was at the time of the Civil War in China when 

the Communist Chinese were taking over the country 

from the Nationalist Chinese.  The White Russians, 

of course, felt their future was in jeopardy when the 

Red Chinese took over because they were marked as 

anti-Communist reactionaries.  The Soviet 

Government had made overtures to the community ï 

come home, and all will be forgiven.  There was little 

trust among them, but some decided to return and 

report on their reception.  A code was arranged to 

inform those left behind in China of what to expect if 

they returned to Russia.  For example, if the letter 

says, ñYour house looks much the same as when you 

left,ò then do not return, nothing has changed and it is 

a false promise.  This is what occurred, and those 

who had returned were never heard from again. 

There were two categories of White Russians in 

China:  those who were the original refugees, were 

born in Russia, and remained Russian citizens; and 

their children who were born in China and were not 

considered Russian citizens, but rather Chinese or 

stateless.  Their situation was grim as the Chinese 

would not give them passports or exit visas.  On a 

number of social occasions when visiting with them 

and the subject would come up, they would usually 

remark, ñOur Faith brought us safely out of Russia 

during terrible times of the Revolution, and has 

sustained us here, and it will see us safely through 

our future.ò 

The community was 

Russian Orthodox in 

their Faith and you 

had to admire them 

for their calm belief 

and expression of 

their Faith.  The 

Marines left China 

at the end of 1948.  

After our departure, 

I learned from an 

article in Life 

Magazine that the 

White Russians 

were able to leave China under international 

organization auspices to go the Philippines, and then 

immigrate to Australia, Canada and the United States.  

Their Faith was surely validated and was an 

inspiration to my Faith. 

In the early 1950ôs, while serving in Korea 

during the War, I witnessed some of the 

terrible hardships undergone by the Korean refugees 

because of the war.  Forced out of their homes into 

the freezing winter weather with little food and no 

shelter, you had to marvel at their ability to keep 

moving toward some kind of sanctuary.  There was 

little that could be done for them, in spite of their 

great need.  In our area, there was no longer any local 

population, but there were the remains of temples and 

churches.  Knowing they were people of strong Faith, 

F  
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it was easier to understand their determination and 

belief, to prevail in their hope for a future.  You can 

take their example into your own outlook on 

Faith. 

 

In the late 1950ôs while serving on Exchange 

Duty with the British Royal Marines, I spent 

several months on the island of Malta with the 3
rd
 

Commando Brigade.  During 

World War II, Malta was 

bombed without mercy by the 

Germans, hoping to get the 

British to surrender the island.  It 

was a British bastion that 

dominated the sea and air routes 

between Italy and North Africa, 

impeding the Germany supply 

lines.  The civilian population of 

Malta spent most of their time 

living in caves and bomb 

shelters, but they never asked 

the British to raise the white 

flag. 

After the war, the British Government expressed its 

gratitude by having the King award the island the 

George Cross, the civilian version of the Victoria 

Cross.  The island today is known as ñMalta, G. C.ò  

There have been many churches and several 

cathedrals on Malta over hundreds of years, and even 

St. Paul was shipwrecked there.  The deep Faith of 

the Maltese population has been demonstrated 

over time and is an example to emulate. 

 

 

In the early 1960ôs, while serving on Okinawa 

in an Artillery Regiment, we would travel to 

Japan to fire on Japanese artillery ranges at the foot 

of Mt. Fuji.  Over a period of years, our Regiment 

had adopted a Japanese orphanage in the Mt. Fuji 

area.  The orphanage was run by an Order of Catholic 

nuns.  They did a wonderful job of caring for the 

children.  When some of us would visit, the nuns 

taught the children songs and dances with which they 

would entertain us.  The children loved the Marines.  

They were starved for attention, and the Marines 

loved them as well ï they missed their siblings or 

their own children.  The Regimental Sergeant Major 

would go from Okinawa to Japan at Christmas to act 

as Santa Claus to bring toys and gifts to the children, 

which was greatly appreciated because the nuns 

could do very little along that line. 

 

These beautiful, happy children were a special group 

ï all children of Japanese women and American 

servicemen, and were either given up or abandoned 

by their mothers.  They were of mixed race of 

varying ethnicity, and in the Japan of that time, they 

would not be integrated into normal Japanese society 

other than for menial type jobs when they aged out of 

the orphanage at eighteen.  The nuns were especially 

concerned about the future of the girls when they left.  

The nuns had done a wonderful job of educating 

the children, and instilling in them an abiding 

sense of Faith.  I have to believe those children 














