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Quote: 

We have staked the whole 
future of American 
civilization, not upon the 
power of government, far 
from it. We have staked the 
future of all of our political 
institutions upon the capacity 
of mankind of self-
government; upon the 
capacity of each and all of us 
to govern ourselves, to 
control ourselves, to sustain 
ourselves according to the 
Ten Commandments of God.  

Often attributed to James 
Madison 
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��������	
���
��	�����	�����������
� �
�������	��������
�����������
����� �



��������	
��
��������	
��
��������	
��
��������	
��
 �	 ������ ������	��	�����	����	������
	���	����������	��	�����	����	������
	���	����������	��	�����	����	������
	���	����������	��	�����	����	������
	���	������ 	

	

- Page 2(18) - 

The Knightly News is distributed in electronic form 
(via email) or posted onto our website, 
http://www.smotj-skctm.org. A limited paper edition 
is printed for paper subscribers.  
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Chev. Jarl S. Magnusson, KTJ 
 

ames and Knights, 
this is the fourth  and 
the last issue of the 

Knightly News’ inaugural year. 

It’s been an eventful 2007 with 
a change of Priory leadership, 
many new postulants invested 
and our giving to charity very 

successful.  We are looking forward to an exciting 
2008, with the GPUSA Cruise, local investitures and 
many more exciting social and caring activities. 

This issue has an international touch. We have 
several members reporting from before, during and 
after their service in Iraq. The GPUSA signature 
charity “saving a child’s life” will make a 
tremendous impact, and it is internationally based. 
Remember that every dollar we spend on charities are 
worth much more if it’s spent elsewhere in the world. 

Our Poster Boy, Colonel Chev. Robert Pollock KTJ 
is not unfamiliar with international work. He, his 
family and his ancestors have served the American 
cause for more than 331 years. Enjoy his stories. Rob 
continues his service to serve as our Priory Secretary, 
and he has already made a tremendous impact. 

In this issue I will give a small report on our Social 
event and remind you not to miss our winter 
investiture. Personally, I am looking forward to 
November. I will be going on the GPUSA Pilgrimage 
in and yes, you will see a first hand report on that in 
coming issues. 

Please remember - reaching out and touching 
another persons heart is important and gratifying. 
There is so much we can do, and usually so little 
time to do it. 

Thanks, see you in next issue.!! nnDnn //Jalle 
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H. E. COL Chev. Craig L Carlson, GCTJ, GMTJ, CSE, KSG 
 

lessings to each Knight and Dame, 

Our priory is on the move!  Our approved 
donations to the International Center for 
Religion and Diplomacy ($5000), the 

United Nations Micro-Credit Fund ($5000), and the 
GPUSA Dysentery program ($2000) to save children 
have been delivered.   

I hope all of you have had 
a chance to visit our new 
website: www.smotj-
skctm.org  The Priory of 
Saint King Charles the 
Martyr now has the 
means to communicate 
with all of you more 
effectively.  This site, 
plus our quarterly 
newsletter, KNIGHTLY 
NEWS, gives us 
tremendous opportunity 
to share information.  
You will find a file of all 

of our newsletters on the website if you wish to 
download them to catch up. 

If you have an article you wish to submit that will 
be of interest to our Order please send it to Jarl S. 
Magnusson for consideration.  We want you to feel 
that our newsletter is your newsletter.  

Our Priory is making a difference and attracting new 
postulants in greater numbers because people want to 
be part of this progressive and engaged Priory.  
Currently, we have seven postulants scheduled for 
investiture on November 3rd at Christ Church in 
Old Town Alexandria. 

Considering that the dinner will be held at the Hilton 
across from the King Street Metro Station, only a few 
blocks from the Church, it should be an easy event 
for your participation.  Our projections indicate we 
will exceed the capacity of the Mount Vernon Inn 
dining room for all of our future events so we are 

looking for great new places to host our dinners and 
please our palates.  If you have suggestions, we 
would love to hear them.  By the way, I am aware of 
three outstanding postulants that are filling out their 
necessary paperwork. These three may have to be 
invested next Spring as our deadline is drawing near. 

Thanks for the great work many of you are doing 
attracting like-minded members into our Order.  
Growth means we can do more for the needy. 

Your officers met on August 18th to have 
introductions, confirm responsibilities, set priorities, 
discuss the future charitable events we plan to 
support, and set dates for upcoming events.  It was a 
positive and constructive meeting with each officer 
given the opportunity to comment about the vision 
for our Priory.  I am very pleased with our officer 
slate and believe that our events will reflect the 
dedication of our team. 
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Please join us on November 3rd so we can enjoy your 
company and any good stories you would like to 
share.  Hopefully, you will find, as I have, that there 
is no better or more interesting company than our 
Templars.  We will have entertainment and some 
short comments for the group following the dinner. 

On a very sad note, we 
have lost a noble 
member of our Priory 
with the passing of Dr. 
David Curfman.  He 
and his lovely bride, 
Dame Blanche, attended 
our last investiture and 
dinner on June 2nd.  This 
amazing Knight was 
dedicated to service until 
the very end.  For over 
30 years, David was a 
dynamic member of 
Saint King Charles the 
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Martyr and a mover and shaker in patriotic, religious, 
medical, musical, and chivalric endeavors.  The 
impact of his life’s work was reflected by the respect 
demonstrated by the standing room only attendance 
at his funeral.  David was a member of over 60 
different organizations and leaves a legacy of service 
that should be an inspiration and challenge to each of 
us.  This was a Knight indeed.  David touched the 
lives and hearts of many.  I wish to express sincerest 
gratitude to Dame Blanche and all of David’s family 
for sharing him with us.  It is certain that he has heard 
the wonderful welcome of our Savior, “Well done 
faithful servant.”  We will miss David very much. 

As I reflect on David’s passing and the challenges he 
and Blanche faced together I want to let each of you 
know that your prayer requests are important to us.  If 
you have a need or a prayer request please share it 
with us so that we might reach out, or up, to meet 
your needs.  I have asked our Knightly Newsletter 
editor, Jarl S. Magnusson, to create a space for this 
purpose so that we can enlist the power of all of our 
prayers for our brethren.   

 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Investiture 
and gala dinner on November 3rd.  Your early 
registration and payment will help keep me and our 
beloved Chancellor, David Schorn, from stressing 
over meeting our financial obligations.   

All of you are in my prayers for safe travels and good 
health until we meet again. 

nnDnn, Craig 

	������
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CPT Rev. Dr. William C. Baron, GCSM, GOTJ, KCM, KH 
Chaplain 1-158th CAV (RECON) 

ear Templars! 

I'm in Mesopotamia, the birthplace of 
civilization. In our historical past the 
Templar’s called this 

part of the world Outremer (the 
land beyond the sea). It's an 
honor and privilege to be a U.S. 
Army Chaplain and I enjoy 
bringing God to soldiers and 
soldiers to God. Baghdad is hot 
but not so near as hot as Kuwait 
where it was 118 degrees the 
other day! I will be working 
theater wide, Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Kuwait, as there is a shortage of priests in 
theater. 

As I touched down only a few hours ago I am still 
weary from the trip, however, I will write more to 
you soon as I am oriented. During my military duty 
here I pray that I can be of assistance in furthering 
our Order's work here in the region. I have a 
Beauseant with me and will display it proudly in my 
office! I pray you are in good health and spirits. 

In Gods Holy name. Blessings++ 

Deus Lo Vult (God Wills It) !!! 

���������������������

COL Chev. Robert Pollock KTJ 

any of us have friends and acquaintances 
that we would like to recommend for 
membership into the Priory of St King 

Charles the Martyr, and into our Order.  The Priory 
recently streamlined our application process and has 
reduced applicant paperwork by about a third. 

We are now asking candidates to complete a new 
SMOTJ application (available electronically) and to 
obtain sponsor signatures from two members of the 
Order.  Additionally they are asked to comprehend 
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and commit to our Templar Oath, and lastly we ask 
them to provide us with their current 
resume.  Genealogical charts are now by exception--
aplicable if the candidate is of noble birth. 

Application costs are $50 to GPUSA SMOTJ, and 
$525 to the Priory. The Priory amount pays for the 
applicant's Cape, Jewel of the Order, Diploma, lapel 
pin, blazer patch, and their meal at their investiture 
Gala.  Checks are returned through the sponsor if an 
applicant is not successful. 

Call or email me with your member candidate's 
postal and email address, and I can get an application 
package out to them in less than a day.  My contact 
info is skcmsecretary@att.net at 703-385-6135. 

	��
���������	�������

CAPT Chev. David M Schorn, GCTJ 
 

t is hard to believe that it is time for my 
second article as the past few months have 
flown by.  Your team of Priory Officers under 

the guidance of Prior Craig Carlson are working 
hard to bring you the very best. 

Plan now to attend the Priory Investiture on 
November 3rd at Christ Church in Old Town 

Alexandria followed by our 
celebration Banquet being 
held at the Hilton Alexandria 
on King Street (across from 
Joe Theismann’s).  Good 
food and entertainment is in 
store for those who attend.  
We have another group of 
outstanding postulants ready 
to become members.        

This time several years ago I 
had the opportunity to visit 

the ancient site of Ephesus on the western part of 
Asia Minor, in the Anatolia area of Turkey.  Our first 
information about Ephesus comes from about the 
year 2000 B.C. and its existence has seen many 
different peoples and rulers. 

Of importance to Christians is that the area was 
brought under Roman control around 190 B.C.  Two 
important figures in the Christian religion spent time 
in this Roman city.  St. Paul preached and 
proclaimed the new religion of Christianity for about 
five or six years in Ephesus. 

St. John spent the last years of his life and wrote the 
fourth book of the New Testament while at Ephesus.  
Each reflected upon their lives and did their best to 
preach and record the word of God. 

As we journey through life we need to reflect upon 
how fortunate we are to have the many letters of St. 
Paul and the gospel of St. John to guide us along our 
way.  Please reflect upon how you are living your life 
as we remember Chevalier David R. Curfman, 
M.D., GCTJ, GMTJ , who served as our Priory 
Chirurgeon for many years and passed away July 
25th. 

I also am reminded about my sister in law who died 
unexpectedly last year at this time at the young age of 
49.  She tried to reach out and touch someone each 
day in a special way by using the guidance offered by 
St. Paul and St. John to bring many souls back into 
the Christian fold. 

Too often we put off doing something because we 
feel we have all the time in the world.  Please stop 
for a few minutes and reflect upon where you are 
at in life and where you want to be!  Then, take 
charge and do good works.  [….and support your 
priory members by attending events!] 

Breaking News: I just returned from attending a 
GPUSA Executive Committee Meeting and a Priory 
of St. Norbert’s C&I in Chicago September 20th to 
22nd.  It is now official so you are one of the first to 
find out that your next Grand Prior will be COL 
Chev. Wayne J. McGrath, GCTJ, GMTJ, and your 
next Grand Chancellor will be CAPT Keith H. 
Larson, GCTJ, GMTJ.  The Change of Command 
ceremony, GPUSA Grand Council Meeting, Grand 
Convent and Investiture will take place on the 
GPUSA Cruise June 5-9, 2008. 

Chancellor Dave Schorn  
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Biographical Sketch of Chev Robert D. Pollock KTJ -or- keeping 
up the family business 
 

hortly after Hawaii 
joined the union, Col 
Chev Robert D. 

Pollock, KTJ was born on the 
high desert of California, at 
George AFB in Victorville. 

His father Clifford  was an Air 
Force physician who eventually 
served 33 ½ years in the Army 
and Air Force retiring as a 
Colonel.   Clifford was the 
eldest son of the eldest line of 
Pollok’s-of-Maybole, a Scottish 
family of farmers, teachers and 
doctors who immigrated to the 
United States in the 1830s. 

On this side of his family, Chev. 
Pollock traces his ancestry, 
without gap, 24 generations to 
1147.   Over the centuries, the 
Polloks-of-that-Ilk intermarried 
with the Stewarts (Stuart), 
Croc’s, Leslies, Boyds, Bruce, 
and Maxwell families. 

 
Picture: Acquisition and Financial 
Badge - Master 

It is from a 1485 marriage with 
the Stewarts of Cardonald that 
the cadet lines of Pollock-of-Maybole, and Pollock-
of-Providence sprung from the now defunct main line 
of the Polloks-of-that-Ilk. 

Chev Pollock's Mother, Mary,  a successful Realtor 
and political advisor, traces her family back 26 
generations to the progenitors of the Stewarts of 
Scotland.  She is the descendant of many early 

immigrant ancestors who settled 
New England and Virginia.  Her 
earliest immigrant ancestor was 
Phillip Sherman of 
Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island who came to America in 
1633. 

Phillip was the first to serve in 
the armed forces in what is now 
the United States, when he 
became the commissary to the 
Rhode Island Trained Band of 
Militia during the Narragansett 
campaign of 1676. 

The subtitle of this article is 
“keeping up the family 
business.”  Over the 331 years 
since the Narragansett 
campaign, every generation of 
Chev Pollock ancestors, from 
both lines of descent, has 
contributed a soldier or 
statesman to the “American” 
cause and crises. 

 
Picture: Air Force Space Badge - 
Senior 

The Saltzman’s were in Queen 
Anne’s War, the Rogers’ were 
in the Louisburg campaign, the 
Mumfords’  were Royal 
Officers of Rhode Island, the 
Casselman’s were with Col 
Washington’s Virginia 

Regiment in the French and Indian Wars, the Whan’s 
were soldiers in the Pennsylvania Line during our 
Revolution, the Brigg’s were in the Ohio Troops at 
Lake Erie in 1814, the Waldvogel’s were with Scott 
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in Mexico, the Wechtels, Briggs, Pollocks, Logans, 
Schworms and Ketterers all fought to preserve the 
union, and the Jolleys fought on both sides in the 
Civil War, the Schmidts were in the Indian Wars, 
and in Cuba, the Logans, Pollock and Wechtels 
were all doughboys, and Chev Pollock’s father was a 
veteran of WWII, Korea and Vietnam. 

 
Picture: Henry I. Jolley, Sgt, 18th Ohio Independent Light 

Artillery Battalion, 1863 

Col Clifford R. Pollock, USAF MC, gave the oath of 
enlistment to Chev Pollock into the USAF in August 
1977 eight months before he retired.  Chev Pollock 
was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the USAF 
Reserves in 1981, and received his regular 
commission in 1983.  

He is a career “acquisition officer” with time off to 
serve three years as a missile maintenance officer on 
Intermediate Range Nuclear Missiles in Germany, 
UK, Netherlands and Sicily in the mid 1980’s, and 
another three year tour in the mid 1990s as the 
Director of the War Theory Course at the Air 
Command and Staff College, in Montgomery 
Alabama. 

Chev Pollock is a technologist and is responsible for 
providing war winning technology to the US Air 

Force, but not for today’s Air Force, instead, for the 
Air Force 15 years from now.  During his career, 
many of the technologies he has worked on have 
matured and have been employed decisively in 

combat. 26 years ago he 
was in the cadre of 
technologists designing and 
developing the Tomahawk 
Cruise missile which has 
been employed with great 
success since the first Gulf 
War.  20 years ago, he was 
in the cadre designing the 
C-X, now known and loved 
by airmen as the C-17 
Globemaster III. 

Since then he has been part 
of the design team on 

special operations gunships, the F-22 Raptor fighter 
aircraft, C-32, C-37 & C-40 aircraft, and many cyber 
systems supporting today’s air and space operations.   
Some of his recent contributions will be fielded in the 
next decade. He is currently a senior advisor on 
acquisition streamlining, transformation and 
transparency to the Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force (Acquisition) at the 
Pentagon.   

Next year, Chev Pollock will be 
“hanging up his goggles” and retiring 
from active duty after 31 ½ years of 
service with 27 ½ as a commissioned 
officer.  Upon retirement, he will 
draw to a close 65 years of 
continuous military service to the 
United States between his service and 
that of his father’s. 

For a technologist, Chev Pollock has 
odd hobbies.  He is a restorer of antique 
automated musical items and is a 
voracious reader of history.  Chev 
Pollock is also an amateur genealogist 
and cook. 

He has also served as a historical presenter at over a 
dozen sites across the continent from the Plains of 
Abraham & fortress of Quebec, to Fort Natchitoches 
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in Louisiana.  Locally he has presented at the Carlyle 
House, Lee-Fendall House, Arlington House and 
Gadsby’s Tavern.  He has also been an advisor and 
“extra” in films on the French & Indian War, 
Revolutionary War, US Civil War, and a 
documentary on the US Census Bureau.  

 
Picture: Chev & Mrs Pollock at an 18th century ball 

Chev Pollock is a member several societies including 
the St Andrews Society of Washington DC, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, Descendents of 
Mexican War Veterans, Musical Box Society 
International, Scottish American Military Society, 
and seven other societies.  In 1986, at Woensdrecht 
NL, he was installed as Superior XXIV of the 
Friendly Society of the Orange & Blew. 

Chev Pollock has a 23 year old daughter and has 
been married to his beloved wife, Catherine, for 15 
years.  Catherine is forgiving enough to put up with 
his eccentricities, and even shares in a few of them!  
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In my own words   --- R. D. Pollock 

e can all learn the meaning of service and 
Templar precepts by recalling the many 
contributions of our late brother Dr 

Chevalier David Curfman, GCTJ. 

He was a highly skilled surgeon at the top of his 
profession, yet he was always easy to talk to, 
entertaining, and downright brilliant in the depth and 
breadth of his knowledge of music and history. 

In the several societies that we were both members 
of, Chev Curfman was always a leader, a selfless 
contributor to that order’s business, and to the 
members of our community.   In my interpretation of 
modern templarism, the qualities Chev Curfman 
demonstrated are the qualities Templars should 
emulate: 

Professionalism, Depth & Breadth of Knowledge, 
Leadership, and being a Selfless contributor to the 
Order & community . 

���������
����� �

When Chevalier Peter Dixon 
was coaxing me into learning 
about SMOTJ, it was only after 
he told me that Dr Curfman, and 
other fellow members of the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War were members of the Priory 
that I accepted his invitation to 
learn more about the Order. 

From previous knowledge, I knew that these men 
were true professionals in their fields, and persons 
whom I knew to be trustworthy and honorable men.  
To me, that was very important.    

Today I posit that “Templar professionalism” means 
that we should strive to be at the top of our game, and 
be known as trustworthy and honorable men and 
women.  The world will place great responsibility 
and power in the hands of those who are honored and 
trusted, and through that responsibility Knights and 
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Dames of the Temple can make a great difference for 
our community and nation.  

 

%��
�������

Addressing the broad topic of leadership to this 
Priory would be preaching to a choir.  Rarely have so 
many leaders associated together as within our Order 
and this Priory.  Instead, I would draw attention to 
the differences that exist between the leadership all of 
us are familiar with and have discharged, and the 
attributes of successful leadership in a volunteer 
organization.   I look to three members of our Priory 
for examples of leadership in a volunteer 
organization. 

 

Col Chev Andrew Johnson, Col Chev Richard 
Flahaven, and CAPT Chev David Schorn.    

Each of these Templars share an abiding interest in 
the continuation of our Order and a passion for 
achieving that quest. 

Chev Johnson (a former Prior) practices volunteer 
leadership through gentle encouragement and 
leadership by example.  He gently cajoles members 
to want to participate more and encourages members 
to succeed. 

Chev Flahaven, (also a former Prior) when 
Chancellor of our Priory knew how to encourage 
change, while at the same time maintaining tradition 
and discipline.    Our archives are replete with 
memorandum from him to the other officers urging 
orderly growth and respect for tradition. 

Chev Schorn, our current Chancellor embraces both 
techniques, but is a master at the “behind the scenes” 
orchestration of the administration of our day-to-day 
operations, and the “behind the scenes” activities at 
our events.  

&�����'�(���
������!
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Our Priory’s mission statement is “We are an 
ecumenical philanthropic organization protecting 
Christians at risk and keeping the road to 
Jerusalem open to all worshipers”. How can we 
accomplish this mission without possessing a deep 
and profound knowledge of the challenges faced 
by our community, and the religious intricacies 
circling the road to Jerusalem? 

After my investiture, I reflected upon my own lack 
of knowledge of my community, its needs, and 
where those “at risk” Christians might be. 

During the trip from Dulles to Williamsburg, as I 
drove the Right Reverend Bishop Riah of 
Jerusalem to his investiture at this year’s Grand 
Convent and I learned more about the issues of the 
Holy land than I had ever imagined.  This alerted 
me of the need to seek the facts, the need to 
understand them in their own context, and to 
understand how difficult our job is in keeping the 
literal, and figurative road to Jerusalem open to all 
worshipers. 

Depth and breadth of knowledge also applies to our 
activities within the Priory.  How well do you know 
the Knight or Dame sitting by your side at an 
investiture, or across the table at a social?   Dame 
Mo Carlson, in a previous Knightly News article 
suggested that Knights and Dames could socialize 
together in smaller groups so that we can learn 
more about one another, and develop a greater 
esprit-de-corps. 

My wife Cathy and I have taken that suggestion to 
heart and have started inviting a few Templar 
couples at a time to dinner at our home, and 
through those dinners we have rediscovered the 
joys of convivial discussion and camaraderie.  
Even better, these more intimate entertainments 
have allowed us to really know and trust these 
Templar brethren.   
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From these three, I’ve learned that gentle persuasion, 
consistency and order, and the willingness to work 
without notice are key attributes to Templar 
leadership.  All of us will be called to lead some 
aspect of our Priory’s business at some time in the 
future and may benefit from these examples.  

�
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Dr Chev. Curfman was a model of selfless 
contribution to his community and to all of the orders 
and societies that he belonged to.   He spent countless 
hours organizing and developing patriotic events 
across the greater Washington DC region, but never 
drew close attention to his contributions.   For the 
patriotic community, he was the “Silent Knight” who 
was in the thick of the action, yet was not readily 
identifiable. 

COL Chev. Carlson penned the book “Silent 
Knight” which outlines well the Templar precept of 
being a selfless contributor to the order & 
community.  While most know him as our Prior 
XVII, and are aware of his great contributions to our 
Priory over the past years, fewer know of the breadth 
and reach of the “Silent Knight” network that he and 
Dame Carlson have developed and mentor from their 
home. 

Chev Carlson mentors over a hundred “Silent 
Knights” who have anonymously donated untold 
resources to Christians at need in their home 
community.   Many, but far from all of these “Silent 

Knights” are SMOTJ members.  Their contributions 
range from providing labor & services, to financial 
support, to the donation of instruments for an entire 
catholic high school’s band. The key here is that 
these contributions are truly selfless, and are clearly 
in the spirit of our Order’s motto “Not unto us, Oh 
Lord, not unto us, but to Thy Name be given glory”    

Regardless of the means by which we contribute to 
our order & community, I believe that modern day 
Knights of the Temple of Jerusalem can be a force 
for good through our exercise of leadership, by 
setting and keeping our course of professionalism, 
and through a depth of knowledge on whatever 
endeavors we embark upon. 

 

New Members, contact Prior@smotj-skctm.org  

*���������$��

Chev. Jarl S. Magnusson KTJ 

 
The Web-Shop is open, and it will be continuously 
developed. Currently we have one item for sale, 
subscription for the Knightly News. 

Please feel free to visit http://www.smotj-
skctm.org/e-commerce-solutions-catalog.html.  
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Capt. Chev. Eddie ReBrook IV, KCTJ 
 

o many soldiers – no.!! As a former infantry 
platoon leader, I can tell you that I was 
spread very thinly while patrolling the rural 

roads of north-west Baghdad.  With four Bradley 
Fighting Vehicles and 35 men, I had over 37 square 
miles of area to cover.  This allowed me to see any 
given area of my sector once every 24 to 48 hours.  
The insurgency sees it every minute of every day, 
because contrary to popular belief, most insurgents 
are Iraqis. To look at the data closely is even more 
depressing.  

 

We may have around 150,000 soldiers in Iraq, but for 
every trigger puller, there are at least seven support 
soldiers. The traditional warriors—men like my 
soldiers—are now on their second and third tours. 
Even with contractors on the battlefield, of which I 
am now one, this ratio has not changed.   

General Davis Petraeus is certainly the ideal 
commander of Multi-National Force Iraq (MNFI); 
however, his time in command may be too little too 
late. Unlike many of General Petraeus’ colleagues 

who view academic pursuits with disdain, General 
Petraeus is a true intellectual.  He even co-authored 
the US Army’s counter-insurgency doctrine, which 
was just published in late 2005.  This doctrine 
emerged so late in the game because the military 
largely threw out the baby with the bathwater after 
Vietnam.  

 

 And therein lies one of the largest problems with 
the current war; the US Army doesn’t like it, 
doesn’t want it, and is extremely uncomfortable 
with counter-insurgency. Why? Because it is 
difficult and dangerous and the Army has become 
increasingly risk averse.  

In my short time in Iraq, I had the honor of fighting 
in two major urban battles, the Battle of Najaf and the 
Battle of Fallujah.  We did well in both, but it was of 
little consequence.  In actuality, we did a pretty poor 
job of defending and rebuilding rural Taji, which was 
our true mission.  From month to month, violence 
and disruption only increased in Taji, and in the end, 
we handed over a worse sector than we received the 
year before.   

Why is the Army risk averse?  There are a number 
of reasons.  One is Army’s senior management style 
and another is the fact that we are not prepared to 
meet these new threats. Nearly all of our training for 
the past thirty years has been against linear, regular 
fighting forces.  At the National Training Center at 

��� �
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Fort Irwin, California, I trained against the imaginary 
“Kraznovians,” who were reminiscent of the Soviets.  
They had uniforms, a rank structure, and combat 
vehicles.  One thing they did not have was IEDs.    

IEDs are the single largest casualty producing 
weapon that they enemy uses.  I was personally 
wounded by an IED in January of 2005.  It nearly 
severed my right arm, and if not for the quick 
thinking of my gunner, I would be dead. 

 

The IED is a brilliant, inexpensive, and low-tech way 
of waging war against a far more powerful adversary.  
Not only does it allow the enemy to attack us 
indirectly and remain virtually invisible, it forces our 
troops to engage the local population from a 
defensive posture.  This further alienates us from the 
people who have the greatest stake in Iraq’s future, 
the Iraqis. 

One would be right to ask “When is this IED problem 
going to end?”  Unfortunately, it will never end.  
During the initial invasion, we were so focused on 
finding Weapons of Mass Destruction that we 
ignored conventional weaponry, like artillery and 
mortar rounds.  

This allowed Iraqis to loot approximately two-
hundred-fifty-thousand tons of munitions; just 
about enough to keep the IEDs exploding at their 
current rate for another 250 years. 

The real problem with the IEDs is not their 
destructive power or even our supposed lack of armor 
(a myth, by the way); the real problem is that we are 
reactionary to the enemy’s moves.  As the most 
powerful fighting force in history, the American 

Military should be holding the play book, but we are 
not.  Our inadequate force levels allow the enemy to 
keep planting these bombs, and our risk-averse nature 
prevents us from really doing what is necessary to 
call the shots. 

For the Army to truly make a difference, we 
would have to live among the people.  After all, it 
would be much harder for an insurgent to plant a 
roadside bomb if a squad of infantrymen were 
standing right over his shoulder. 

This is the course of action that General Petraeus has 
taken in much of Iraq, especially Baghdad, but it’s 
not enough.  As long as we have such limited troop 
strength, we will be at a tactical disadvantage. 

Remember, Iraq is the size of California, and with 
the ratio of trigger pullers to support soldiers that 
I gave above (1 to 7), this leaves just over 21,000 
troops to control the streets of Iraq. 

Since popular support for the war is lost and will not 
return, it is unlikely that the Army will ever get the 
resources it needs to win.  Unfortunately, the 
insurgency doesn’t need to win to be successful in 
Iraq.  They just have to not lose.  In effect, we are 

stuck between 
Iraq and a hard 
place.   

This conclusion 
brings us full 
circle back to my 
original assertion.  
If you’re looking 
for blame, seek 
out a mirror.  
America demands 
active citizenship. 
A problem, any 
problem, cannot 
be fought unless 
it is first 
understood. 

 Honestly, ask yourself, do you really understand the 
problem?  I’ve outlined only the tip of the iceberg in 
this article.  If you truly care to know more, turn off 
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the TV and pick up Fiasco: The American Military 
Adventure in Iraq by Thomas Ricks.  

Also, dig a little deeper into 
history by reading A Better 
War: The Unexamined 
Victories and Final 
Tragedy of America's Last 
Years in Vietnam by Lewis 
Sorley. 

 Additionally, consider 
actually voting in the next 
election.  Finally, pick up a 
pen and write your 
congressman, senator, and 

anyone else who might have sway over this problem 
and demand that General Petraeus gets the type of 
support he needs.  

Nonetheless, as I already mentioned, the enemy 
doesn’t need to win, they only need not to lose.   

Chev. Eddie ReBrook is a 2003 graduate of the 
United States Military Academy at West Point and a 
veteran of the current Iraq War.  In 2006, he was 
medically separated from the Army as a result of 
wounds received in combat. This article represents 
Chev. ReBrook’s own opinions and it’s based on his 
personal experiences. 
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Chev. Jarl S. Magnusson, KTJ 
 

The lack of clean and safe water has brought about 
the deaths of millions because it contains parasites 
and bacteria, causing diarrhea, cholera, and 
dysentery. 

Dysentery is not a disease but 
a symptom of a potentially 
deadly illness. The term refers 
to any case of infectious 
bloody diarrhea, a scourge 
that kills as many as 700,000 
people worldwide every year. 
Most of the victims live in 

developing areas with poor sanitation, but sporadic 
cases can pop up anywhere in the world.  

Dysentery is the body's response to an unwanted 
visitor in the digestive system. The possible culprits 
include a parasitic amoeba called Entamoeba 
histolytica or a number of bacteria, including 
salmonella and shigella.  

 Worldwide stats for children 

·  28 Million children die each year (19,000 children die 
daily in Africa) from easy curable diseases 

·  17 million children die from malnutrition and starvation 
each year  

·  1/3 of the world population is malnourished  
·  20% of the world has no access to safe water at all 
·  80 per cent of children under the age of 15 living with HIV 

are children living in Africa.  

Templars can make a difference. The medical 
treatment to save a child life 
is less than $10, little for us 
but unreachable fortune in 
other parts of the world. We 
can sponsor these medicines 
and also engage ourselves to 
improve the water-quality 
for the children. Both 
activities are equally 
important.  

OSMTH and SMOTJ will 
engage itself in this signature 
charity “Saving a Child’s 
Life”. It will be based on our 
generosity and willingness to 

engage ourselves. If you would like to participate in 
this charity, please contact our Prior Craig Carlson. 

 

 
http://www.thesilentknight.com/main.html 
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Written by Chaplain Jim Higgins, http://letters-from-the-
desert.blogspot.com. LSA Anaconda is at the Balad Airport in 
Iraq, north of Baghdad 

I recently attended a showing of 'Superman 3' here at 
LSA Anaconda. We have a large auditorium we use 
for movies as well as memorial services and other 
large gatherings. 

As is the custom back in the States, we stood and 
snapped to attention when the National Anthem 
began before the main feature. 

 

All was going as planned until about three-quarters of 
the way through the National Anthem the music 
stopped. Now, what would happen if this occurred 
with 1,000 18-22 year olds back in the United States? 

I can imagine there would be hoots, catcalls, laughter, 
a few rude comments, and everyone would sit down 
and call for a movie. Of course, that is, if they had 
stood for the National Anthem in the first place. 

Here, the 1,000 Soldiers continued to stand at 
attention, eyes fixed & forward. The music started 
again. The Soldiers continued to quietly stand at 
attention. And again, at the same point, the music 
stopped. What would you expect to happen? Even 
here I would imagine laughter as everyone sat down 
and expected the movie to start. Here, you could have 
heard a pin drop. Every Soldier stood at attention. 
Suddenly there was a lone voice, then a dozen, and 
quickly the room was filled with the voices of a 
thousand Soldiers  

'And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
gave proof through the night that our flag was still 

there. O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,  
o'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?'  

It was the most inspiring moment I have had in Iraq. I 
wanted you to know what kind of Soldiers are 
serving you in Iraq and all over the world. 

 

Photo: Me in Iraq - your tax dollars at work - 
keeping the world safe for democracy as an activated 
Army Reserve Chaplain. 
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Chev. William Reed Colby-Newton KCTJ, Priory of The Holy 
Grail 

 

In recent years, there have been an increasing number 
of books published on the subject of the Knights 
Templar. Renewed interest in the subject may not 
have started, but was certainly spurred on, by the 
publication of Dan Brown, of Da Vinci Code. 

As I am a Templar, I have dutifully taken it upon 
myself to buy copies of as many Templar, or 
Templar-related, books, as I can find. At the very 
least, I feel it important to find out what others are 
saying about us. Unfortunately, what they are saying 
generally obscures more than it enlightens; and some 
of the Templars described in these books bear little or 
no resemblance to the Templars, either of historical 
record or of the present day. 

Chev. Leo Thys’ book is therefore a refreshing and 
notable exception. Chev. Thys is the OSMTH Grand 

Archivist, and is uniquely qualified to write about the 
entire history of the Order, not just from its 
beginnings but up to the present day. 

Unlike most historical books, History of the Order of 
the Temple of Jerusalem: From 1118 to 2005 is 
broken down into succinct, numbered sections, each 
covering a specific topic. Some of these topics are 
not found in other books on Templar history. For 
example, the section of the book on Templar 
architecture includes a discussion of Templar houses 
and farmhouses in Western Europe, as well as the 
more expected treatments of Templar churches and 
fortresses in the Holy Land. 

The lands the Order owned in Western Europe, and 
the monetary income derived from them, not to 
mention the grain, equipment, and, above all, horses, 
in addition to other gifts and benefices granted to the 
Order, made the campaigns in Outremer possible. 
Chev. Thys descriptions of these important European 
holdings, both in text as well as in superb full-color 
photographs, make them immediately accessible to 
the reader.  

A further service 
Chev. Thys provides 
the reader are the 
several chronologies 
of important dates in 
the history of the 
Order. These 
chronologies help to 
fix in the mind of the 
reader the relative 
positions in history 
of the events that 
shaped the Templars, 
and serves to put 
them into the broader 
historical context. 

At the very beginning of the book, we learn what the 
great events were that led to the first Crusade, and, 
ultimately, to the formation of the Order itself. The 
Order did not begin in a vacuum, but was an 
extraordinary response by people of its day to 
extraordinary circumstances.  
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One of the most remarkable things about this book is 
that Chev Leo Thys has managed, in only 115 pages 
(format A4), to provide a complete and detailed 
historical account of the Order; and many of these 
pages are filled with stunning color photographs, 
maps, and reproductions of art works, which augment 

the text and grant the 
reader a sense of 
immediacy which 
text alone could not. 

Among the many 
topics covered are 
the Templars’ role as 
bankers, a role at 
which they excelled 
and which formed 
the basis for modern 
banking, and which 
ultimately brought 
down upon them the 
greedy wrath of 
King Phillippe IV, 
of France. 

Part Two of the book is aptly named “The Period of 
Silence.” This is the period from 1315 to 1803, about 
which relatively little has been written. Chev. Thys’ 
provides us with a survey of Orders, groups, and 
geographic locations which may have had a Templar 
connection. Templar survival has long been a matter 
of conjecture in Spain, Portugal, and Scotland; 
however, some places where the Templars possibly 
survived are a little surprising. Chev. Thys’ research, 
for example, has unearthed the possibility that the 
Templar fleet, after vanishing from La Rochelle, 
found its way to Mexico! 

 Part III, “The Birth and Rise of the Modern Order 
during the last two Centuries: From 1804 to 2004”, 
fills in the gaps in our knowledge of the Order to the 
present day. Chev. Thys is aided in this section of the 
book by the Grand Historian Emeritus of the SMOTJ 
Grand Priory of the USA, Dr. Chev. Robert J. 
Kovarik, GCTJ .  

The culmination of the book is its discussions of the 
Order from 1995 to today. In this section of the book, 
the reader gains valuable insight into what exactly 

the issues were, and what exactly happened, in the 
crucial years of 1995 and 1996, when disputes arose 
between Don Fernando de Sousa Fontes, purported 
Grand Master of the Order, and the Grand Priors of 
16 national Grand Priories. Rather than relying on 
hearsay, Chev. Thys has documented the proceedings 
of meetings and events from that time, with 
references and footnotes, to which the interested 
reader can refer him- or herself. 

The book ends with a survey of the activities of the 
Order in approximately the last decade. The 
Concluding chapter was partly written by the current 
Grand Commander of the Order, Brigadier General 
Chev. Patrick E. Rea, GCTJ, GMTJ. General 
Chev. Rea states the mission of the modern Order – 
to “assist Christians at risk” – and shows in several 
telling examples the great work we as an Order have 
undertaken and will continue to undertake. 

I recommend this book wholeheartedly and with no 
reservations whatsoever to anyone who wishes to 
learn more about the medieval Order of the Temple 
in an accessible and highly readable way. Further, I 
say that this book must be on the bookshelf of every 
Templar, and no opportunity should be missed to 
make use of it as a tool for educating and instructing 
current and future Knights and Dames of the SMOTJ. 

History of the Order of the Temple of Jerusalem: 
From 1118 to 2005, by Chev. Leo Thys, KCTJ, ISBN 
9-0901-9317-0,  costs €30.60 (Europe) - US$38.40 
(USA) - £19.40 (U.K.) per copy, cost includes 
shipping and handling. 

For more information or to order copies, Chev. Leo 
Thys can be reached via email at: thys.leo@telenet.be 
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Chev. Jarl S. Magnusson KTJ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Prior of St. King Charles The Martyr 
cordially invites you to attend the Convent, 
Investiture and Gala Dinner, in Alexandria, 

Virginia. 

Date: Saturday, November 3 rd, 2007 

17.00 hrs Convent and Investiture  at Historic 
Christ Church. 118 North Washington 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314, 
http://www.historicchristchurch.org/  

18.30 hrs Reception and Banquet  at Hilton 
Alexandria Old Town, 1767 King 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dress Dress is Black Tie, White Tie, or 
Military Dress. 

Charge: $ 80.00 per person  

Checks: All checks to be made to SMOTJ and 
sent to: Chev. Robert Norman, 2513 
Camberwell Court, Herndon, VA 
20171-2981 

RSVP: Please RSVP no later than October 
18, 2007 to David M Schorn, 
SMOTJGR@aol.com, the number of 
persons attending. 

Info Postulants meet at Christ Church at 
3:15 PM for Pre-Investiture Vigil.  
Knights, Dames, Companions and 
Guests arrive at 4:30 PM.  Guests 
need to be seated by 4:50 PM for the 
commencement of the Convent and 
Investiture at 5:00 PM. 

Welcome.!! 

 

The Prior of St. James of Jerusalem cordially 
invites you to attend the Convent, Investiture 

and Installation of Officers, in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Date: Saturday, October 27, 2007  

15.00 hrs Investiture  at St. Michael’s Reformed 
Episcopal Church. 1825 Good Hope 
Road, Enola, PA 17025-1234, 
http://episcopal.co.nr 

18.00 hrs Reception and Banquet  at The 
National Civil War Museum, One 
Lincoln Circle @ Reservoir Park, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-1861, 
www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org 

Lodging: A block of rooms has been reserved 
at: Crowne Plaza Harrisburg-Hershey, 
23 South Second Street, Harrisburg, 
PA www.crowneplaza.com 

 Please indicate you are registering for 
the SMOTJ Event in order to obtain the 
special rate of $119.00.   

Payment: Payment for the SMOTJ events can be 
accomplished as follows:   

Checks: All checks to be made to St. James of 
Jerusalem and sent to: Murray C. 
Walker, 2147 Elm Tree Lane, Silver 
Spring, MD 20906 

Charge: $ 75.00 per person  

RSVP: Please RSVP to 
pjbachman@comcast.net, the number 
of persons attending by October 20th, 
2007. 

Welcome.!! 
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Terms and Conditions 

We reserve the right to change the terms and 
conditions at any time.  

The Knightly News is a free electronically 
distributed magazine for all our Priory 
members. Paper Issue by subscription only. 
Fee is $34 per year, and pays for the printing 
and distribution costs.  

The Knightly News is protected by copyright 
as a collective work or compilation under the 
copyright laws of the United States and other 
countries. All individual articles and other 
elements comprising the Knightly News are 
also copyrighted works.  

You may not copy, reproduce, distribute, 
publish, enter into a database, display, 
perform, modify, create derivative works, 
transmit, or in any way exploit any part of 
the Knightly News, except for your own 
personal use. 

We accept no responsibility for the accuracy 
or completeness of any material forwarded to 
and published in the Knightly News. We 
accept no responsibility for any loss or 
damage suffered by any person relying 
directly or indirectly on any information 
from the Knightly News. 

If you have any questions, ideas and 
thoughts, then please don’t hesitate to contact 
us: 

The KNIGHTLY NEWS 
c/o DNV, 211 North Union Street, 
Suite 100, Alexandria, VA 22150 

Jarl.s.magnusson@dnv.com 
Cell: (703) 380-3644 

Editorial Staff:  

Chev. Jarl S Magnusson KTJ, Editor 
Capt Chev. Bob Bowen KTJ, Reporter 

PRINTED BY ALLEGRA: Contact Ray 
Chao at (714) 893-0935. Website 
http://www2.allegranetwork.com/ 

PLEASE REMEMBER Coming issues: 

#05 Jan-March, press stop Dec 15 
#06 April-June, press stop March 15, 2008 
#07 July-September, press stop June 15 

Building a better world 

"With realization of one's own potential and self-confidence in one's 
ability, one can build a better world."  

"You are the people who are shaping a better world. One of the secrets 
of inner peace is the practice of compassion."  

-- Dalai Lama (1935 -) 

Engage yourself in supporting our active soldiers, pray for their safety, 
care for those in need and prepare a feast when they returns home.. 

Non nobis, Domine, non nobis, sed nomini Tuo da Glo riam 

Next Press Stop is Dec 15 


